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Developing French intrestsxxxx

I
f Ireland is the gateway for US
companies into Europe, then
France is Ireland’s gateway on 
to the continent. Trade between
the two countries have spiked
in recent years, with total Irish
exports to France topping €10 
billion.

Now, both sides want to develop it fur-
ther. A key player in the process will be 
Matthias Fekl, Frances’s new Minister of 
State for Foreign Trade, the Promotion of 
Tourism and French Nationals Abroad.

Part of a new generation of French
politicians, the 37-year-old Fekl was 
appointed to the post in September and 
has been vocal on a range of issues from
European budgets to EU-US trade.

On a recent visit to Ireland, Fekl out-
lined his views on a range of issues in an 
interview with The Sunday Business Post,
including festering trade links between
Ir  and France.

Ian Kehoe (IK): When we think of our 
historic trading partners, we always 
think of Britain and the US. France does 
not automatically come to mind. Yet, 
Irish exports to France are closing in on
€10 billion. 

Matthias Fekl (MF): There are great
opportunities for our enterprises in Ire-
land because you have now a very, very
strong growth rate. Important reforms 
have been decided and implemented by
the government and so it’s interesting 
for our enterprises. On the other hand, 
France is also engaged in a very deep

process of structural reform to enhance
our competitiveness, and we have great
assets in our country.

IK: Is there anything you are looking 
at in terms of promoting new trade 
between the two countries?

MF: There are deep discussions on ev-
ery subject, such as transportation and 
energy. Also, I think the important aspect
is to build and to contribute to build a 
Europeangrowth agenda. We’veall been
talking lots about these issues and Eu-
rope is really at a crossroads, now that
president Juncker is presenting his plan
of €300 billion investment.

IK: You spoke about growth rates.
Obviously, Ireland has strong growth
rates. Our worry is the lack of growth
in Europe. Do you think the new
proposals will help boost growth on the 
continent?

MF: We will look very closely at it,
nobody can say it in advance, but no-
body can say the opposite either. So, and 
there’s a new commission coming, I think
there is a new state of mind and there 
is a common interest. If we don’t want 
Europe to be in the hands of extremists in 
a few years, then we need to show to all
European people that Europe is working
for them and that everybody is working in 
that direction, so there have to be concrete 
steps. It’s true for the economy, it’s also 
true for projects for civil society.

IK: Ireland has gone through a searing 
process over the past number of years 
as a result of the economic crisis. Now, 
we are recovering. What is the French 
view of what’s happened in Ireland 
over this period?

MF: France has always been on Ire-
land’s side, and even in the toughest mo-
ments and the moments where there was 
some doubt in Europe, our country has 

always been a strong support. We always 
have had not only a strong friendship, but 
also proof of friendship, because we are
convinced that Ireland is a great partner
and that very important and difficult 
decisions have been taken over the last 
years there have been implemented.

IK: Let’s talk about Europe. How do
you think the European project held
up in the last number of years with the 
economic crisis?

MF: I was born in Germany, my father’s 
German, my mother’s French so I have
no problems to talk about Europe. I have
to be European and I’ve always been, but 
Europe will only succeed if it’s able to, of 
course, implement common rules. We
have a common currency for the coun-
tries of the Eurozone, so it’s completely 
normal that we have some common 
rules to respect and to take the decisions. 
Therefore we need on the other hand
common investment plans, common 
growth strategy, and I’m also convinced, 
but this is a personal view, that we need 

to have policies and decisions that will
anchor Europe in people’s hearts.

Europe is too abstract sometimes, and 
that’s why we need initiatives on youth 
and education. I, for example, this is very
personal, I’m not speaking on behalf of 
the government on this aspect, but I’m 
convinced that every young European
should have the right to spend six months 
of his life, before he becomes 20 in an-
other country, another member state 
so that Europe will become something
very precise for him, an experience, good
memories, friendships and so on.

IK: Your portfolio also covers what we 
call here the diaspora, and emigration. 
This is something very close to Ireland.
Are there any lessons we can learn 
from you, or you can learn from us?

MF: You’re completely right, and we
call [them] French citizens abroad, and 
I am in charge of this, and I myself have
been a French citizen abroad for half of 
my life because I grew up in Berlin so I
know very well both the problems and 

the opportunities it means to be out of 
your country.

There are 2.5 million French citizens
abroad, we are addressing all their sit-
uations, the education of their children,
sometimes unfortunately questions of 
security, and we also want to enhance
theirrole asour ambassadorseverywhere 
in the world and so we have something, 
a group called Les Conseillers du Com-
merce Extérieur de la France, the advisors 
for French foreign trade, they are people 
in businesses abroad and here in Ireland 
we have a very active group.

They tell us about opportunities, about
problems, and they are completely part
of this economic strategy, what we call
economic diplomacy, it’s today the top
priority of our ambassadors and our eco-
nomic and diplomatic staffs all around
the world and I’m also looking very
closely to what Ireland does, especially 
one initiative, I think is very interesting,
it’s Connect Ireland. I saw it, I’m reading 
about it, I will continue to look exactly
because I think that it’s very pragmatic in 

a modern way to mobilise people and to
ask them to contribute to their country’s 
opportunities.

IK: you have been very vocal on the 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment
Partnership between Europe and the
US. What are your issues with it?

MF: We had very interesting and close 
discussions between all European part-
ners on this subject and what we con-
sider is that first we need transparency
and people need to know what’s being
discussed in these things and I think we
need a common transparency agenda in 
Europe on these subjects. Then we have, 
if offensive interests to defend in these
negotiations, there were no important
progress made in 2014 because of the 
political context on both sides, but our 
two countries have common interests,
especially in agriculture. 

Other sectors too, but in agriculture
and in other domains so we will work
together to defend these interests in ne-
gotiation, that’s the way things work, and 
then of course there will be the debate 
about the ISDS, the investor settlement 
dispute systems, because in some Eu-
ropean countries, including in France, 
there are many, many questions raised 
about these things, but we are working
very closely together and discussing it 
with my colleague here

 If we don’t 
want Europe to
be in the hands 
of extremists 
in a few years,
then we need 
to show to all 
European people 
that Europe is 
working for them

Ian Kehoe

Attracting business through diplomacy, 
defending farming interests, and 
tapping the potential of the diaspora
sound like a very Irish set of priorities 
– but in fact, they’re what France’s 
new Minister of State for Foreign Trade
Matthias Fekl plans to do
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Commercial Profile: Perfect Water Systems

Water is one 
of the most 
important 
substances 
on earth. 

We all need it to survive and 
on a daily basis it touches 
many aspects of our lives. We 
drink it, wash with it, cook 
with it and clean with it.

However, as we know all 
too well, here in Ireland we 
cannot rely on the quality of 
water delivered to our homes 
and businesses. Many users 
suffer from the detrimental 
effects of hard water, from its 
unpleasant taste to the un-
acceptable consequences of 
the calcium and magnesium 
levels contained in the water 
piped to our homes, which 
causes limescale.

Limescale caused by hard 
water is a costly nuisance for 
Irish householders and busi-
ness operators alike.

While the most visible 
sign of limescale can be seen 
in a kettle, it builds up just as 
dramatically in washing ma-
chines, dishwashers, show-
ers, hot water boilers and pipe 
work. Over time it affects the 

efficiency of appliances and 
eventually they stop working 
due to its corrosive effects.

Limescale also leaves white 
stains on taps, sinks and 
shower cubicles, while fabrics 
washed in hard water become 
harder, more importantly our 
wellbeing and health can be 
affected with hair washed in 
hard water made brittle and 
skin left dry. 

Installation of a soft water 
treatment system by an expert 
firm such as Perfect Water, 
headquartered in Charleville 
County Cork offering a na-
tionwide service, can help 
protect appliances, heating 
and plumbing thus creating 
a significant saving on break-
down and repairs, while also 
stretching the lifespan of ap-
pliances.

 “Whether it’s the improved 
taste of soft water over hard 
water, the fact that it gives you 
great looking skin and hair, 

big saving on soaps, shampoos 
and cleaning products, or less 
cleaning to do, once you’ve 
tried a water softener, you 
won’t ever want to give it up,” 
said Colm Dawson, founder of 
Perfect Water.

 He added,  “A lack of clean 
and safe water is a real prob-
lem in many areas of Ireland. 
We live up to our name by 
being perfectionists and we 
guarantee to provide busi-
nesses and homes with pure 
filtered drinking water.”

Established in 1995, Perfect 
Water Systems quickly gained 
a reputation for high quality 
professional installations and 
has stayed the course to build 
on that reputation.

“We promise a complete a 
thorough water treatment ser-
vice in your home or business. 
We provide reliable and effi-
cient servicing of water soft-
eners, pH correctors, iron and 
manganese filters, ultra violet 
bacteria control, and drinking 
water filters.

“We are famous for our high 
quality tablet type softening 
salt, and our service vans 
can deliver to your door, if 
required,” said Dawson.

Explaining how a water 
softener actually works and 
its benefits, he said, “By in-
stalling a water softener, you 
will solve all lime problems 
which in turn will protect your 
plumbing and appliances from 
expensive repairs and damage. 
We have grown our business 
on the back of providing water 
softeners that are well fitted 
and properly serviced. This 
has saved our customers a lot 
of money over the years and 
they in turn have been happy 
to recommend our services to 
neighbours and friends.” 

He recalled, “One of the 
biggest problems I had when 
I started the business was con-
vincing people that I would be 
there in years to come. This 
scepticism was understand-
able because many people had 
bought water filters from oth-
er companies that had gone 
out of business. Where pos-
sible I took on the service of 
these water filters and began 
to grow the business over the 
last 19 years to where it is to-
day, employing 14 people and 
servicing 22,000 customers 
from our purpose built facility 
in Ballysally Business Park, 
in Charleville and our agents 
around the country. 

Dawson also cites Perfect 
Water’s ability to stay on top 
of changing technology and its 
willingness to embrace pos-
itive change as reasons for its 
success and longevity in the 
water systems arena. 

“We use the Kinetico Water 
Softener system, because we 
rate it as the best available. It 
creates perfect soft water for 

your home. We have since se-
cured the all-Ireland agency 
for the distribution and instal-
lation of Kinetico products.  

He highlighted, “Kinetico 
is a world renowned 40 year 
old American water treat-
ment company specialising in 
non-electric water filtration.  
It’s moving water as opposed 
to electricity that powers these 
systems, making their opera-
tion simple and reliable.” 

“There are no timers or 
computers to set, adjust, re-

pair or replace. The systems 
meter water use and regener-
ate based on actual usage. You 
won’t waste water or salt, yet 
you’ll always have clean, soft 
water whenever you need it.” 

With the onset of water 
charges, the money saving 
aspect of a Kinetico system 
becomes more important. “A 
Kinetico water softener uses 
only 18 litres of water to re-
generate itself instead of the 
120 litres that the conventional 
single cylinder water softener 

uses. Visit our website, www.
kinetico.ie for full details,” 
Dawson said. 

Industrial and 
Commercial Systems
Perfect Water Systems has 
been installing industrial 
and commercial versions of 
Kinetico water softeners all 
over Ireland for the past fifteen 
years. “Guinness Brewery, 
Crumlin Children’s Hospital, 
The Kilmurry Lodge Hotel, D 
and M Restaurant and Lodge 
in Croagh, Killeline, Nursing 
Home and the Leisure Centre 
in Newcastle West are a few 
of our many satisfied cus-
tomers.”

The aim of Perfect Water for 
2015 which will be its 20th 
year in business is to expand 
the use of Non Electric Ki-
netico Water Softeners and 

products throughout Ireland 
with the help of its strategi-
cally placed agents. 

“We will drive business by 
attending as many home im-
provements and agricultural 
shows as possible – people still 
appreciate the opportunity to 
have a face to face discussion 
and to ask questions directly 
from an agent or installer,” 
said Dawson.

Dawson revealed that from 
the outset he has grown his 
business by staying true to 
the motto that “The reward 
for work well done is the op-
portunity to do more”. “This 
has served us well over the 
years, as the majority of our 
new customers come to us 
via referrals from existing 
customers. That is a very sat-
isfying way to do business.”

With a lack of clean and 
safe water continuing to be 
a real problem in many areas 
of Ireland, we believe ours is 
a strong and highly beneficial 
offer and as such we extend 
an invitation to anyone inter-
ested in installing a soft water 
system, be they a household-
er or business to please visit 
our showrooms and office 
in Charleville to experience 
perfection in filtered water for 
themselves.” 

“Whether it’s the im-
proved taste of filtered water 
over chlorinated water, or 
the improved feel of soft wa-
ter over hard water, the fact 
that it gives you great looking 
skin and hair, big saving on 
soaps, shampoos and cleaning 
products, or less cleaning to 
do, once you’ve tried a water 
softener or drinking water 
filter, you won’t ever want to 
give it up,” said Dawson.

Call Perfect Water to make 
an appointment at Free 
Phone 1890 98 90 98 at 
its Charleville office on 
063 89290 or by mobile 
087 2704172 or visit 
perfectwater.ie or kinetico.ie

Cork based firm Perfect Water Systems 
tackles hard water with a non-electric 
process powered by moving water

Filtered water is big on taste and easier on appliances

What Differentiates Kinetico Water 
Systems? 
Unmatched Performance: Removes more impurities and 
performs more efficiently with lower lifetime costs.
Unplugged: Powered by the force of moving water for on-
demand, non-electric operation.
Dependable: More reliable, durable and long lived. Backed by 
the most comprehensive 10-year warranties in the industry.
Tailored to You: Our local water experts will customise the 
right solution for you and your home.
Uncompromised: Systems that minimise waste, energy usage 
and the impact on our environment.

Kinetico non-electric Block salt water softener


